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THE PASCHAL VIGIL 

THE LITURGY OF LIGHT 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,  
on this most holy night,  
when our Lord Jesus Christ  
passed from death to life,  
Christian people  
throughout the world  
come together to remember  
Christ’s death and Resurrection.  
This is the Passover of the Lord: 
As we honour Our Lord  
by hearing his word  
and celebrating his mysteries, 
so we can be confident 
that we shall share  
his victory over death  
and live with him forever. 
 
BLESSING OF THE FIRE 
 

O God,  
through your Son,  
the Light of the world,  
we share in the light of your glory:  
sanctify  this new fire,  
and inflame us with new hope.  
Purify our minds  
by this Easter celebration  
and bring us one day  
to the feast of eternal light;  
we ask this through Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 
 

MARKING OF THE PASCHAL CANDLE 
 

Christ yesterday and today, 
 

the beginning and the end, 
 

Alpha   
and Omega;    
all time belongs to him  
and all ages;   
to him be glory and power   
through every age forever.  Amen 
 

INSERTION OF THE INCENSE PINS 
 

By his holy 
and glorious wounds 
may Christ our Lord 
guard us 
and keep us.  Amen 

 
LIGHTING OF THE PASCHAL CANDLE 
 

 

May the light of Christ,  
rising in glory,  
scatter the darkness  
of our hearts and minds. 
 
The candle is (hopefully!) lit from the fire. 
 

If you have a candle at home, 
you can light it now. 
Try very hard not to set fire  
to your house / computer / cat. 
 
The proclamation is sung three times: 
 

The Light of Christ:  
Thanks be to God! 
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THE EXSULTET  
 

The following responses are used:   
 

The Lord be with you:  
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts:  
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God: 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
GOSPEL READING: Matthew 28:1-10 
 

Hear the Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ according to Saint Matthew:  
 

After the sabbath, 
as the first day of the week was dawning, 
Mary Magdalene and the other Mary  
went to see the tomb. 
And suddenly  
there was a great earthquake; 
for an angel of the Lord,  
descending from heaven, 
came and rolled back the stone  
and sat on it. 
His appearance was like lightning, 
and his clothing white as snow. 
For fear of him, the guards shook  
and became like dead men. 
But the angel said to the women, 
‘Do not be afraid; 
I know that you are looking  
for Jesus who was crucified. 
He is not here; 
for he has been raised, as he said. 
Come, see the place where he lay. 
Then go quickly and tell his disciples, 
“He has been raised from the dead, 
and indeed he is going ahead of you  
to Galilee; 
there you will see him.” 
This is my message for you.’ 
So they left the tomb quickly  
with fear and great joy, 
and ran to tell his disciples. 

Suddenly Jesus met them  
and said, ‘Greetings!’ 
And they came to him, 
took hold of his feet, and worshipped him. 
Then Jesus said to them, 
‘Do not be afraid; 
go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; 
there they will see me.’ 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen:   
He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
THE COLLECT 
 

Let us pray: 
 

God of life and Father of light,  
you make this night bright  
through the raising of your Son.  
The world sees and knows in him  
what has been your will  
throughout the ages:  
that things that had grown old  
are being made new,  
things that had become dark  
are being given light,  
things that had been dead  
are being raised to life,  
and that all things are being made whole 
in him who is the author of all; 
Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  Amen 
 


