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Welcome to our Parish…
The Parish of Forton sits at the heart of the town of Gosport, a peninsula just to the
West of Portsmouth.  Largely made up of residential areas, with a few shops and small
industries thrown in for good measure, Forton is a great place to live, work and minister.

The Parish includes a Church of England Primary School; a community Infants’ School
and a community Junior School; two parks; half a Naval base; a sixth-form College; two
care homes and some sheltered accommodation; an excellent curry house; several chip
shops (of varying quality); and, most importantly, 12,500 people just waiting to get to
know you…

The Church building (marked ) sits on the main road, towards the South-Eastern edge
of the Parish.  Plenty of people who live just outside the Parish boundaries would regard
Saint John’s as “their” Church - and, conversely, others who live within the Parish at the
western or northern edges would presume their Parish Church was somewhere else.
Thankfully, Gosport is a tight-knit Deanery, with a good sense of collaboration amongst
the clergy and Parishes, so we tend to operate a policy of ‘fuzzy boundaries.’
The Deanery is currently considering plans to recommend the appointment of a Pioneer
Minister for the Leesland and Anns Hill area, taking in the South-West edge of Forton
Parish and the North of the adjoining Alverstoke Parish.

 Forton itself is a close-knit community with a strong sense of identity.  Many people
have lived here their whole lives, with large extended families just a street or two away.
There are significant challenges here, with the Parish in the top 10% of most deprived
Parishes in the country; but there is also much to inspire, energise and delight.  We think
it’s pretty impossible not to fall in love with Forton!
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Worship
Saint John’s sits firmly in the Anglo-Catholic tradition of the Church of England.  Fans of
bells, smells and Marian devotion won’t be disappointed here.  What we don’t have,
however, is the stuffiness that sometimes gets associated with Anglo-Catholicism.
Anyone taking part in the liturgy here should be fully prepared to bless dogs, heckle the
home-grown organists, cense the Church cat and give up their biretta to a toddler.

Our core services at present are:
Sunday Parish Mass 10:00 am
Wednesday Said Mass 7:00 pm
Saturday Said Mass 10:00 am

That may seem like a light load, but be aware that we also have a
relatively high number of Occasional Offices; in 2014, we conducted
34 Baptisms, 10 weddings and 44 funerals.  Together with providing
Collective Worship in schools, and the usual liturgical overdrive
which comes at certain times of the Church year, there is plenty of
liturgy to keep us busy.

One of the things we would like to explore is the possibility of expanding and diversifying
our worship outside of Sundays - perhaps a service for young children, or something
based at our school site for staff and families.  Our links with the care homes, the
community Junior School and the College are cordial but minimal, so there is much
scope for pastoral and liturgical ministry to be developed.

The Church Community
There are currently 51 people on the Electoral Roll, and average attendance at Parish
Mass is around 40 - although there are around 75 people who would be considered as
regular worshippers.  Most regular worshippers live in the Parish, or just outside it.

The worshipping community comprises people aged 0-92, with a
broad spread of ages.  In the last five years, we have become a much
younger community, in part because some older members have
moved away or gone to glory, but also because we have attracted
more working-age adults and families with young children.

With roughly a third of regular worshippers having joined Saint
John’s Church within the last five years, there is a broad diversity of
Christian knowledge and commitment, from cradle Anglo-Catholics
to people just dipping their toe in the water, as well as several who
have grown up in different Christian traditions.  This makes for a
challenging and exciting environment in which to preach and teach
the faith, and we use a variety of different methods from Sunday
sermons to creative prayer times, the Pilgrim Course and home-
grown discussion groups, social media and a noticeboard in Church
where people can post their questions anonymously.

Saint John’s Primary School
We are immensely blessed to have a Parish School, with whom we have extremely close
and warm relations.  Originally sited next to the Church, the school is now on Grove
Road on the northern edge of the Parish, and the catchment area comprises the whole
of our Parish, plus some of the neighbouring Parish of Elson.

Faith and church attendance play no part in the
admissions criteria for the school, which means that
we make links with hundreds of families who have
no other contact with Church or the Christian faith.
The Vicar is Chair of Governors, and there are seven
other Foundation Governors, of whom all but one
are regular worshippers at Saint John’s (the other
being a retired Diocesan education officer).

As well as Collective Worship and RE, Church
members get involved with the school in all sorts of
other ways, from accompanying trips to running
the staff slimming club.  The school is an amazingly
creative and exciting place to be, and just a flying
visit for a cup of tea and a quick chat with the kids
is enough to lift the spirits of even the most weary
of ministers!

The school holds several services in the Church building during the
year, including Easter, Christmas, Harvest and the hugely popular
Advent Christingle service.  In addition, we run several services
and worship events in school, including a Palm procession (420
children in the playground with palm crosses and giant palm
branches - what could possibly go wrong?) and the now-traditional
“Ashmob” on Ash Wednesday.

The Vicar on holiday doing important
pastoral work on a Year 4 residential.

Year 2 job descriptions for clergy.  If you’re a good singer and wear special clothes, you’re in!

Brockhurst Infants and Junior Schools
We have good relations with both schools, although these could be developed further,
especially with the Juniors.  Brockhurst Infants School comes to Church once a year
around Mothering Sunday, and the Vicar conducts assemblies in school whenever she
and the Headteacher remember to put them in the diary.
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Noah’s Ark Preschool
Noah’s Ark has been based in the Church hall for around 15 years.  From humble
beginnings as a playgroup, it is now a very successful and highly respected Accredited
Preschool, and was one of the first Early Years settings to receive recognition from the
UN for its work on rights, respect and responsibility.

After a few years when relations between the Church and the Preschool could be a bit
‘bumpy,’ we have worked really hard to build up the relationship, and now enjoy a
fantastic partnership with them.

The Preschool now has the run of the whole Church
building whenever it isn't in use; so on any given
day, you can normally find a small group of children
singing, listening to stories or learning about
respectful behaviour.  This has had a profound
effect on the children’s speech and language and
emotional development, and it is wonderful for the
Church building to be used in this way.

The highlight of the Preschool year is the Nativity
Play and Christmas extravaganza, when the Vicar
is made to wear a silly hat and sometimes it even
snows in Church...

St. Vincent Sixth Form College
Situated just a couple of minutes’ walk from the
Church, St. Vincent’s College mostly provides education
for 16-19 year olds, although it also offers a range of
adult education classes open to the wider community.
The College provides A Levels and vocational courses,
as well as a large Learning Support unit for students
with learning disabilities and/or additional needs.

Historically, Chaplaincy was provided for the College by an ecumenical team from most
of the Churches across Gosport, with the Vicar of Forton as Lead Chaplain.  Sadly, this
arrangement broke down during the last interregnum, and attempts to create a new
structure for Chaplaincy in the College have thus far largely been unsuccessful.  This is
definitely a “growth area” for our parochial ministry...

Newtown Primary School
Newtown sits on the very edge of our Parish boundary, next to the adjoining Parish of
Christchurch.  The school moved to its present site in 1991, from an earlier site within
Christchurch Parish; so, despite being just inside our borders, it retains its historic links
to Christchurch.  Another example of ‘fuzzy boundaries’!

The Deanery
Gosport Deanery is coterminous with the Borough boundaries, and covers the whole
area of the peninsular.  With just eight Parishes and six Incumbents, it is the smallest
Deanery in the Diocese - maybe even in the country!

Because of its size, and the strong sense of identity in Gosport as a town, the Deanery
tends to be relatively close-knit.  The Clergy Chapter meets once a week (on Wednesdays
from noon to 1:00 pm) for prayer, lunch and a chat , visiting a different Parish each
month.  The Chapter normally has a day conference or residential once a year, and a
couple of quiet days at other times.

We regard the opportunity to worship together
as fundamental to our life as a Deanery, and
Deanery services are usually well supported by
clergy and laity alike.  In 2015, we have revised
our pattern of Deanery worship, so that it now
includes two big Deanery services (Advent
Sunday and Pentecost); a rolling programme of
Patronal Festivals and other Holy Days hosted
by various Parishes; and a new programme of
non-Eucharistic services on Sunday afternoons,
again hosted by different Parishes.
Forton traditionally hosts Corpus Christi (we’re the only ones with a Baldacchino!), and
this year we will also be branching out (no pun intended…) into some sort of outdoor
liturgy akin to the Forest Church movement.

As a Deanery, Gosport is building links with Fareham Deanery next door.  We have held
several joint Chapter meetings, operate a Cross-Deanery Education Group and celebrate
a combined Archdeaconry Visitation Service once a year.

Ecumenical Life
Gosport is home to a large number of Christian
churches of various hues, from Roman Catholic to free
Evangelical.  Most are members of Churches Together
in Gosport, which is currently Chaired by the Anglican
Area Dean.  CTiG holds regular meetings and runs a
number of ecumenical services and events, including
the organisation of Christian Aid week.

Within the Parish, there is a Salvation Army Citadel and a Baptist Church as well as three
Evangelical churches.  Forton is also home to a Jehovah’s Witness meeting house and a
Spiritualist church.  Gosport is predominantly white British, so there are few residents
from minority ethnic communities, and few adherents to other faiths.  There are no
other faith groups meeting within Forton Parish, although Muslim Friday Prayers take
place in the church hall of the neighbouring Parish of Rowner.
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The Rogues’ Gallery…
All of our Parishioners and Congregation members are awesome, obviously.
Here are a few of the more troublesome ones ...

Vicar: Mother Carrie Thompson
Mother Carrie trained at Saint Stephen’s House, Oxford
and served her Title in Camberwell in Southwark Diocese,
before becoming Vicar of Forton in 2008.
Mother Carrie also sits on the Diocesan Synod and the
Diocesan Disability Support Group, and chairs the Gosport
Deanery Mission and Pastoral Committee.  Further afield,
she is Chaplain to the Morland Choristers’ Camp, which
takes place in the Lake District each year.
She shares her Vicarage with two cats, Mary and Martha,
and an assortment of reptiles.  Mother Carrie enjoys
horse riding, walking, accosting other people’s dogs and
occasionally kidnapping other people’s babies.

Churchwarden: Paul Whitton
Like everyone else in Gosport, Paul started his working life
in the Royal Navy, where he served as a Steward for six
years.  With a background in farming, and experience in the
service and manufacturing industries, Paul knows all sorts
of useless information about all sorts of things.
He is currently a Support Worker for adults with Autism
and Learning Disabilities, and also serves as the Parish
Safeguarding Officer for children and vulnerable adults,
and caretaker of the new Paschal Candle each year.
Paul is universally known in the Parish as Elf, thanks to his
Dobby-esque qualities (i.e. he does a lot of cleaning).

Churchwarden: Donna Adamson
Donna joined the Church around six years ago, and became
Churchwarden for the first time last year.
After an illustrious career in McDonald’s, Donna is now a
sports instructor, teaching cycling proficiency in schools all
over the area.  Consequently, she knows just about every
child in Gosport, although she only remembers their names
for 4 days every year.
Donna has four kids and various animals of her own to look
after, and is currently doing an Open University Degree in
Sport, Fitness and Coaching; but she still finds time to rock
the “Spanish Biretta and Marigolds” look.

Honorary Churchwardens:
Eleanor Chalmers and Sian Adamson
Honorary Churchwardens are elected by the children and young
people of the Church.  They assist the Churchwardens in their
duties, and have special responsibility for ringing the bell,
marshalling Holy Communion, welcoming newcomers and
amusing toddlers.  Once, they even deigned to arrange the
flowers for Easter.  It’ll probably never happen again.

Treasurer: John Green
John has been the Church Treasurer ever since Noah was a lad.
Now happily retired, John previously worked for Securicor, which
gives you an idea of how easy it is to get money out of him…
Married with two grown-up children and two grandchildren,
John divides his time between his family, the Church and the
Gosport branch of the Royal Antediluvian Order of Buffaloes
(the Buffs for short), where he does a lot of good work for charity
and indulges in the odd pint of Guinness.  Or six.

Head Server: Bev Whitton
Bev keeps the Sacristy ticking over nicely, and is the much-
loved provider of doughnuts on a Saturday morning.
She is always quick to point out that all the best Parishes
keep their holy water in an empty gin bottle.

Director of Music: Jonathan Bardolph
Jonathan is our recently-appointed Director of Music, a job for
which we pay him the princely sum of no money whatsoever.
Mild-mannered accountant by day, and slightly scary werewolf
person by night, on Sundays and holy days, you will find Jonathan
playing the organ, directing the fledgling choir (which sings at
Mass a couple of times a month) or pretending to write the Mass
setting he keeps promising us.  He is ably assisted in his duties by
his young son Thomas and long-suffering fiancée Jenny.

Church Cat: Sarah
Sarah joined the congregation at Christmas 2013, and
immediately made her presence known at Midnight Mass
by almost knocking the candles off the windowsill and
into the hay-filled crib scene.
Her hobbies include eating, sleeping on whatever we
need for the service and scratching the Treasurer.
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What Makes Forton Distinctive?
Like every other Parish Church in the country, Saint John’s tries to worship God, share
fellowship and serve our local community.  We do all the usual things you might expect,
from cleaning days to Christmas Fayres.  But you probably already guessed that.
Here are some things we do which are a bit different, special or just slightly bonkers...

Perfect Pedalling
Gosport has a great network of cycle tracks, and
is almost completely flat.  That makes for a great
place to get out your bike, and the Parish takes
full advantage of it.

We love taking part in the annual ‘Ride and
Stride’ event organised by the Historic Churches
Trust, and usually take a large mixed-age group
out to cycle around the Churches in Gosport.
The day always starts with an outdoor Mass and the Blessing of Bicycles.  It’s not easy to
say Mass while you’re balancing on a bike, but we seem to manage it somehow...

Brilliant Baptisms
Yes, we know every Church does Baptisms, but
we like to think ours are a bit special.  They’re
certainly very popular, with some people even
booking a date before they’ve had the baby!
We have developed a very informal liturgy,
which offers lots of scope for interaction and
involvement while still keeping all the essential
elements of the Sacrament.

We estimate that in a year around 10% of the population of the Parish participate in an
act of worship in the Church, most of them at a Baptism, Funeral or Wedding.
We regard Occasional Offices as one of our most important points of contact with the
community, and strive to go the extra mile to make each one special and personal.

Wonderful Onesies
For some reason (now lost in the mists of
time), the Fourth Sunday of Advent has
become Onesie Sunday.  Everyone pays a
little something for the privilege of wearing
their PJs to Church, and the money goes to
charity (this year, Christian Aid’s appeal for
perinatal care).  Advent IV is also the day
when we bless the Christmas tree and turn
on the lights.  Hmm, water and electricity...

Donkey Dedication
We sponsor a donkey in the Holy Land.  Named Forty Winks, he
suffered abuse as a working donkey in Jerusalem before being rescued
and settled in a sanctuary.
We have a little corner of the Church dedicated to him, and have even
composed a theme song in his honour.  When we all become magically
rich and leisured, we plan to visit him in his new home - but for now,
we just send him money and love.

Marvellous Music
OK, so it’s not the Chapel Royal.  But in the last couple
of years, our musical life has really started to develop,
and given lots of people opportunities to use talents
they didn't even know they possessed.
We have a rota of three regular organists, two of
whom are also members of the congregation.
The choir sings a couple of times each month, and
occasionally someone dons a tutu and plays the organ
whilst eating custard creams.

Amazing Animals
Like many other Churches, we hold an Animal Blessing
service around the Feast Day of S. Francis; but our
dedication to animals is a lot wider than that.
Rarely do we hold a service without at least one dog
in the congregation, and we’ve also had cats, rats,
hamsters, rabbits, bearded dragons and even a parrot
at Mass.  Thankfully, nobody’s been eaten yet.

Champion Children
On the face of it, it might look as if we don't do much for
children and young people; there’s no Sunday School or
youth group, no crèche and no special area or activities
to amuse children during Mass.
But that’s a very deliberate policy.  The children and
young people meet annually at the same time as the
APCM to elect their own officers and discuss church
matters.  They are very strong in their opinion that they
want to play a full part in the worship and fellowship
of the Church, not be shipped off to Sunday School!
So, at Mass you will find children of all ages serving the altar, carrying out Churchwarden
or sidesman duties, wandering around, lolling on the floor or spontaneously deciding to
act as Subdeacon.  They might look as if they’re not taking much in, but their questions
and comments are profound enough to challenge the most astute of theologians.
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Who Would Work in a Place Like This?
If you’ve read this far without being horrified, you’re probably an ideal person to live and
minister amongst us.  We don't mind if you’re married, single or partnered; young or a
bit older; male or female; disabled or abled.  We don’t mind where you come from, what
you’ve done or how you talk.  What matters to us is that you are a real person, willing to
be authentic and to share with us in all the joys and trials of life and ministry.

A couple of things to bear in mind:

 Forton is an unashamedly Anglo-Catholic Parish.  You don't necessarily need to
come from that tradition, but you need to be willing to work within it.

 We are a  Church which strives to make everyone welcome.  Within the Church and
Parish, there are people representing a whole spectrum of sexualities, backgrounds,
lifestyles and values.  We seek to affirm people and value them the way God made
them to be, and we would expect you to do the same.

 In Forton, if you’re not expecting it to happen, it probably will.  For various reasons,
people’s lives here are often chaotic and take unexpected turns.  Ministry here
requires a certain amount of flexibility, patience and understanding, and the ability
to think on your feet and respond creatively to people’s needs and wishes.  People
won’t always respect your timetable and plans, but they will respect you if you
make time for them.

 Did we mention that it was a bit bonkers?  Free-range toddlers, hamsters on the
Communion rails, blessing schoolchildren with super-soakers.  As the saying goes,
you don’t have to be mad to work here, but it helps…

What Can You Expect from Us?
We can’t promise you unlimited funds,  a seven-bedroom mansion or a full-time support
staff.  If you choose to come here, you’ll be washing your own cotta and making your
own all-age sermon props.

What we do offer you is our support, our prayers, our loyalty and our love.  We will strive
to make you welcome and help you to develop your own skills and ministry.  We will give
you time and resources to make retreats, undergo training and take plenty of time for
yourself and your family, friends and support network.  We promise to give you the
freedom to try new things, to celebrate your successes and support you even when
things don’t go to plan.

Above all, we promise that you will have fun here.  There will, no doubt, be some tough
times and challenges along the way; but there will be lots of laughter too.  And if all else
fails, the Sacristy is always stocked with tissues, chocolate and gin.

And, last but not least:

Carols from the King

Elvis sings in Church for half an hour
before Midnight Mass.
No, really.

Viva, viva Las Forton!

Stimulating Sermons
Preaching is a hugely important part of ministry here.  The
average Sunday congregation comprises people of a huge
variety of ages, backgrounds and abilities, and there’s often
a toddler or two wandering around, so preaching can be a
challenge - but also lots of fun.
People often ask questions or want to discuss sermons -
sometimes during the sermon itself.  Most worshippers
manage to stay awake, but clearly not all of them...

Tremendous Training
It’s been at least 20 years since Forton last had a Curate of
its own, but over the last few years we’ve been really
blessed to have hosted a number of Curates and Ordinands
on placement.  They have come from all sorts of different
backgrounds and traditions, and we have learnt a lot from
them.  They say they have learnt a lot from us too, although
it’s possible they were just being polite.
At the very least, though, we do manage to provide weary
Seminarians with gin at 6:00 am if they survive the Paschal
Vigil, which starts before dawn.

Interchangeable Infants
Over the last couple of years, the congregation has
been helpfully fertile, which is a great low-effort way
to grow your Church.  It’s often hard to tell which
baby belongs to whom, as they tend to get passed
round like the biscuits after Mass.
This is one of the loveliest aspects of the Saint John’s
community.  Our children grow up with a huge
number of trusted adults around them, and everyone
gets to enjoy a cuddle - or a hoovering buddy.
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